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Speaking As The Oracles Of God (1 Pet. 411)




September 4, 2011
Saying One Thing,                       Then Another
dwh
Some years ago I became aware of accusations against several well known preachers.  At first it was very hard to figure out whether these were empty accusations or accurate assessments of doctrinal positions.  Sadly, when I tried to communicate with the accused preachers I was given confusing, unclear replies.
As I sought to get a clear answer to specific questions of where these men stood, I was brushed off, accused of having made my mind up already about them, and then ignored.  Odd behavior for preachers, since God tells us all to be ready to give an answer to any man concerning the hope within us (1 Pet. 3:15).  And, God warns against surmising evil (1 Tim. 6:4) and presumptuous judging (James 4:11-12).  These were warning signs, even though I could not yet make sense of where these men where going.  Why was it so hard for them to give a straight answer?  Why were they being so hostile when questioned?

As time has progressed, the picture has become more and more clear.  Their sermons, writings and in some cases published materials & public statements have increasingly exposed their previously hidden doctrinal positions, which (if we were honest) their fellowship has hinted at for years.  Is it any wonder that men who have fellowshipped Weldon Warnock for years are now coming out with their own MDR errors?  Warnock himself taught that if a man unscripturally divorced his wife (not for fornication), and he 10 years later remarried, the 1st wife could now (somehow) put him away and remarry.  Is it any wonder that those who fellowshipped him are coming to similar conclusions, in various ways?
Their arguments are emotional.  Their subtlety is effective.  Consider the following.  In a debate one preacher affirmed: "The Scriptures teach that two people joined by God in marriage are bound for life, the only exception being that an innocent partner may put away a mate guilty of fornication and remarry."  This statement is true, but, does it fully disclose this man's views?
This same preacher wrote in a letter:  "When two people joined by God in marriage divorce, sin is involved on the part of one or both parties.  It is not possible for two people to divorce without one or both committing sin.  I do not believe the Bible teaches that two people can agree to divorce and live apart so long as they do not marry new mates.  Matt. 5:32 and 1 Cor. 7:3-5 show that such people 'defraud...one the other' of sexual companionship, and such a practice can be cause of one party or the other becoming guilty of adultery."

He continues, "Even without a formal divorce, 1 Cor. 7:3-5 shows that if two people separate for too long a time, one or both will be guilty of sin because this separation creates sexual temptation."

Again, these state truth.  Now, do you think you know his position?  Do you think he is clearly standing for Truth?  Read on as he uses (1) emotional appeals to relegate divorce to a (2) "judgment" call which "must" be done in some cases, and (3) slips in a meaning to divorce where it is effectively just "paper work" and not actually ending their marriage.  Bold added for emphasis.

"A related question is what temporary means a wife can use to protect herself and the children when a husband endangers them, thus driving her to seek protection.  Some folks say she and the children must stay until he  murders them to avoid violating 1 Cor. 7:3-5.  My view is that when a man endangers the lives of his wife and children, thus driving them out, it is the man rather than the woman who is sinning and dividing the home.  Do you believe 1 Cor. 7:3-5 requires a wife and the children to remain in the house with a man until he murders them? ...I believe God gave all mankind the right to preserve their lives and well-being from violence and from the threat of harm to themselves and their children (Matt. 22:39; Acts 25:11; Eph. 5:29).  I do not have all the answers about what legal steps and remedies a wife might take to protect herself and her children from a destructive husband, so I can forbear with some differences of judgment about that.  Some states have required a woman to file for a legal separation (or even a divorce) before the police will offer protection to a woman whose life is threatened and endangered.  Otherwise, it is considered merely "a domestic dispute" and the police will not intervene.  If a woman must get such legal papers to preserve her life, she must understand God does not dissolve her marriage, but also we must understand it is the dangerous man and not the defenseless woman who is causing these legal steps to be taken.  We must keep in mind two things: (1) the man's destructive behavior is the sinful cause of such problems, and (2) there should be reconciliation when he gives proper assurances that he will protect rather than harm his family.  Do you agree or disagree that the Bible gives us the right to protect our lives, and that a woman can file the necessary legal papers to get that protection for herself and the children with the understanding that God does not dissolve her marriage?  If you disagree, and if you believe she cannot get these legal papers to protect her life and the children's lives, please explain why you hold that view."
I have known women who were mistreated, to varying degrees, by their husbands.  Emotionally the natural reaction is to protect them.  Are our emotions any less compassionate for one whose master mistreats him?  Or one who suffers under an abusive government?  Does God grant permission in any such cases to commit sin, "because they sinned against me first"?  Read 1 Peter 2:18-25.  Then, when you are done reading that, read 1 Peter 3:1.  Am I saying that an abused person can seek no protection or remedy?  No.  But should they seek to do what God condemns or forbids?  Should we, because of terrible circumstances, call an action a mere matter of "judgment" when God condemns it?  And shall we say that such "legal papers" have no meaning or effect upon the marriage?  While sympathizing with the abused, we cannot encourage people to do evil.  We must seek some other remedy than to commit sin, even if it means we suffer unfairly, as Jesus did (1 Pet. 20-25).
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This letter was written in 1998.  In 2006 I heard this same preacher publicly relegate an unscriptural divorce (i.e. Weldon Warnock's erroneous doctrine) to being a matter of judgment which we will have to learn to get along with.
Even so, people look to such men and esteem them highly.  People wonder why any would speak against them.  And if you dare to question them... suddenly you are suspect.

Brethren, let us not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ with respect of persons (James 2:1).   And, "9 Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son.  10 If any one cometh unto you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him not into your house, and give him no greeting:  11 for he that giveth him greeting partaketh in his evil works." (2 John)
Beloved, the Truth of Jesus Christ is what unites the faithful, and separates them from the world.  Shall we abandon Truth for the favor of men?  God forbid.
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